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Conejo Valley Unified School District 

Nondiscrimination Statement 2022-2023 

 

The Conejo Valley Unified School District prohibits discrimination, intimidation, harassment 

(including sexual harassment) or bullying based on a personôs actual or perceived ancestry, color, 

disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, immigration status, nationality, race or 

ethnicity, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or association with a person or a group with one or more 

of these actual or perceived characteristics.  

 

For questions or complaints, contact Equity Compliance Officer: Kenneth Loo, Assistant 

Superintendent of Instructional Services, 1400 East Janss Road, Thousand Oaks, CA, (805) 497-

9511; Title IX Coordinator: Kenneth Loo, Assistant Superintendent of Instructional Services, 

kloo@conejousd.org, 1400 East Janss Road, Thousand Oaks, CA, (805) 497-9511; and Section 

504 Coordinator: Shauna Ashmore, Director of Student Support Services, 1400 East Janss Road, 

Thousand Oaks, CA, (805) 497-9511. 

 

Declaración de la Antidiscriminación para el año escolar 2022-2023 

 

El Distrito Escolar Unificado de Conejo Valley prohíbe la discriminación, la intimidación, el acoso 

(incluido el acoso sexual) o bullying basado en la ascendencia real o percibida de una persona, el 

color, la discapacidad mental o física, género, identidad de género, expresión de género, estado de 

inmigración, nacionalidad, raza o el origen étnico, religión, sexo, orientación sexual o asociación 

con una persona o un grupo con una o más de estas características reales o percibidas. 

 

Para preguntas o quejas, comuníquese con el Oficial de cumplimiento de equidad: Kenneth Loo, 

Asistente del superintendente de servicios de instrucción, 1400 East Janss Road, Thousand Oaks, 

CA, (805) 497-9511, Coordinador del Título IX: Kenneth Loo, Asistente del superintendente de 

servicios de Instrucción, kloo@conejousd.org, 1400 East Janss Road, Thousand Oaks, CA, (805) 

497-9511; y Coordinadora de la Sección 504: Shauna Ashmore, Directora de servicios de apoyo 

estudiantil, 1400 East Janss Road, Thousand Oaks, CA, (805) 497-9511. 
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         WELCOME TO MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

 

 
Dear Student: 

 
Welcome!  You are about to enter into a new phase of your educational experience by leaving 
elementary school and entering middle school. 
 
We are very proud of our middle schools. All five of them have been recognized as California 
Distinguished Secondary Schools.  A primary purpose of the middle school is to provide a 
connecting link between elementary and high school.  The educational program is designed to 
present you with the opportunity to explore new areas of learning, as well as to strengthen your 
basic skills.  The maximum development of the full potential of each individual student in 
accordance with his or her unique physical, mental, and emotional needs is an important goal of 
the middle school experience. 
 
This information handbook has been designed for you and your parents to help you prepare for 
middle school.  Please read all the material carefully.  If you have any questions, please call your 
middle school. 
 
We urge you to take advantage of the educational opportunities, to make new and lasting 
friendships and to learn more about yourself during middle school.  Good luck and enjoy your new 
experience as a middle school student. 
 
 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

Mrs. Karen Sylvester, President 
Ms. Lauren Gill, Vice President 
Mr. Rocky Capobianco, Board Clerk 
Mrs. Cindy Goldberg, Member 
Mr. Bill Gorback, Member 

Mark McLaughlin, Ed. D 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT, 
INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 
Mr. Kenneth Loo 
DIRECTOR, MIDDLE SCHOOL EDUCATION 
& PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
Sonia Wilson Ed. D 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Conejo Valley Unified School District provides a quality education in an environment where every child matters. 
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COLINA MIDDLE SCHOOL 
1500 Hillcrest Drive 

Thousand Oaks, CA  91362 
Phone: (805) 495-7429 

www.conejousd.org/colina 

 

School Promise 

Colina Middle School promises to be a school where students will build academic and social confidence. 

Teachers hold high expectations for student achievement and are dedicated to facilitating a safe learning 

environment. An emphasis on using current research-based educational strategies and offering a wide variety of 

co-curricular opportunities to support music, arts, athletics, and leadership creates a middle school experience 

where students and teachers are engaged, enriched, and empowered to perform. Colina is a school where 

student learning is the focus, and its staff is committed to supporting them in reaching their full potential with a 

climate that promotes working hard, making friends, and having fun.   

  

Community/Our School 

Bordering the community of Westlake and southeast Thousand Oaks, Colina Middle School (Colina) has a track 

record of success, displayed proudly on the banners in its gym and the faces of its students. Colina has a 

competitive edge with excellent school spirit from academics to sports, arts, and an academy of technology. 

When guided by Colinaôs winning team of parents, teachers, and staff, there are opportunities for every student 

to feel connected and successful. They start with a 6th-grade team that eases the transition from elementary to 

middle school. They leave well-prepared for the academic rigor, co-curricular opportunities, and high school 

social life to become well-rounded, responsible, and caring lifelong learners. This is accomplished by providing 

a challenging, enriching, safe, friendly, and engaging environment where students can experience the Colina 

motto: ñWork Hard, Make Friends, Have Fun.ò 

 

Curriculum 

Nothing builds self-esteem and confidence more than successfully meeting challenging goals. Colina 

students ñWork Hardò in a rigorous curriculum aligned with state standards. Teachers, counselors, and 

administrators regularly collaborate in professional learning communities to review student progress and plan 

instruction that supports student achievement. Colinaôs daily CORE program offers a multi-tiered system of 

support to accommodate the needs of each student by providing enrichment, intervention, and guided studies. 

Parents, staff, and students work together to maximize each studentôs potential. Teachers communicate with 

parents using the online student information system, phone, conferences, and email. 

 

 

 

http://www.conejousd.org/colina
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COLINA Honors/Accelerated Courses 

English 7 H / 8H Math 6 A / 7A Geometry (HS Credit) 

Spanish 1 CP (HS Credit) Math 7 A Social Science 7 H/8H                

Physical Science 8 H Algebra1 CP/H Social Science 8 H 

 

Special Programs 

Colina is committed to providing every student, whether in regular, special education or EL programs, access to 

core curricular instruction, including physical education and an elective with flexible start and end times. Colina 

students can experience a myriad of enriching electives such as Spanish, Computers/Technology, Public 

Speaking/Debate, Drama, Art, Chorus, Strings, Concert and Jazz Bands, Leadership/ASB 

(Renaissance/Yearbook, Sports, Spirit), and Careers, such as Engineering, Economics, World Language, and 

the Arts. Students may also participate in many co-curricular, sports, leadership, community service, and 

intervention opportunities held before and after school, during lunch in classrooms and clubs, and at the on-

campus Boys & Girls Club facility. These opportunities encourage students to expand their horizons, find others 

with similar interests and ñMake Friends".   We emphasize five core character traits that help establish and 

maintain healthy relationships: Respect, Responsibility, Kindness, Perseverance, and Integrity. These character 

traits provide a catalyst for students to have an inclusive lens and interact with each other to build a positive 

school climate and culture.  

 

Co-curricular activities 

 

Advanced Band 

Jazz Band  

Beginning Band 

Strings/Orchestra 

Intermediate Band 

Choir  

 

ASB Sports 

Volleyball (Boys, Girls, Co-Ed) 

Basketball (Boys & Girls) 

Soccer (Boys & Girls) 

ASB Renaissance/Yearbook 

ASB Spirit  

 

Lunchtime Activities 

Art 

Game Design, Animation 

Debate 

WEB (Where Everybody Belongs) 

Drama 

Principles of Computer Science 

Coding, Digital Art, CNC, Robotics 

    

Climate 

Recognizing that the achievement of goals may seem empty when there is no social context in which to 

celebrate, Colina students ñHave Fun.ò Led by the student government (ASB), students celebrate 

achievement with assemblies, rallies, and rewards and are inspired by motivational speakers. Students can be 

seen in the yearbook enjoying bee contests, sports, spirit activities, fashion and talent shows, and socials and 

dances, like the annual Carnival and Luau. All 6th graders are assigned to and meet regularly with their 8th-

grade WEB (Where Everyone Belongs) mentors, who help them navigate through their first year of middle 

school, starting at Cougar Camp in August. Having fun is an integral part of the Colina experience. Colina is 

committed to providing experiences so that EVERY student can feel connected and successful.  

Parents are kept in the loop on all of the great things happening on campus through weekly phone/email all-

calls, the school website, Twitter, and Facebook page. Colina is THE place to ñWork Hard, Make Friends, 

and Have Fun.ò 
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                   LOS CERRITOS MIDDLE SCHOOL 
                              2100 E. Avenida de las Flores 

                            Thousand Oaks, CA 91362     
                             Phone: (805) 492-3538 

                               www.conejousd.org/loscerritos 
 

 

Our School  
The mission of Los Cerritos Middle School is to promote a safe, engaging, and academically 
demanding environment where all students challenge themselves to meet high personal and 
scholastic standards.  Los Cerritos offers many campus-wide opportunities for school leadership and 
comprehensive performing arts programs to help engage and support our students.  In addition to our 
activities on campus, our student leadership and performing art groups perform and serve our 
community.  These community outreach opportunities have allowed Los Cerritos to be recognized for 
their excellence in the areas of leadership and performing arts. In addition to the various events that 
we have to create an engaging school for our students, we continually strive to improve the learning 
environment and ensure that all students are meeting the highest expectations. These points of focus 
have allowed Los Cerritos to be recognized as a National Blue Ribbon School and Distinguished 
School.   
 
Accelerated/Honors Courses  

Algebra 1 (8th Grade) Math Accelerated (6th & 7th Grade) 

English (7th & 8th Grade) Science (8th Grade) 

Geometry (8th Grade) Social Science (7th & 8th Grade) 

  

Co-Curricular Activities  

Athletics:  
Basketball (Boys & Girls) Soccer (Boys & Girls) 
Golf (Boys & Girls) Volleyball (Boys, Girls, & Co-ed) 

 
Clubs:  
Debate Club Reading Club 
Builders Club Black Student Union 
Chess Club Games Club 
Movie Club WEB (Where Everyone Belongs) 
Anime Drawing Club WyldLife Club 

   
Leadership:  
Associated Student Body (ASB) 6th Crew (Leadership) 
 
Performing Arts:   
Beginning Band 6th Grade Choir Beginning Strings 
Intermediate Band Menôs Advanced Choir Advanced Strings 
Advanced Band Womenôs Advanced Choir Chamber Orchestra 
Jazz Band I    
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Culture  

We understand, value, and address the complex social, emotional, and physical needs of middle 
school students.  The Los Cerritos staff work in partnership with parents to provide all of our students 
a quality education through a varied, comprehensive, and rigorous curricular and extra-curricular 
programs.  These programs are designed to develop and nurture the creation of ethical citizens and 
life-long learners. This developmental growth begins with a structured 6th grade program that connects 
students to the middle school setting through one-of-a-kind events (Sport-o-Rama & Greek Olympics).  
In addition to the connection that these events create, these offerings target both the academic and 
socio-emotional needs of our newest Leopards. The intent is to create a structured system for building 
relationships while also providing a theme-based academic event.  
 
Curriculum  
Our staff is committed to creating an educational environment that we would seek for our own children. 
We strive to know our studentsô strengths and areas for improvement and have formalized reporting 
mechanisms to address the needs of individual students. Students can begin advanced studies in 6th 
grade and continue an honors course of study through 8th grade, including high school courses.  We 
have a variety of enrichment activities for our GATE student population, including a weekly chess club 
and collaborative offerings through our Professional Development School partnership with California 
Lutheran University.  Los Cerritos Middle School intends to find a connection for every student. It is 
our desire to know every student and to offer a meaningful activity that connects to their natural 
tendencies. Our student groups include a competitive surf club, ski/snowboard club, peer service club 
and a student council club. Several peer programs, math tutoring, mentoring and activities provide 
students with a purposeful and positive learning environment.  
 
Special Programs  
We have a wide range of progress indicators to help us measure, monitor and achieve our goals 
ranging from annual systematic and standardized reporting systems and assessments to informal, 
classroom and school-wide measures. Our Response-to-Intervention (RtI) program offers targeted re-
teaching of concepts while offering selective Enrichment opportunities to those who are meeting 
curricular expectations. Each method enables us to diagnose individual student progress and school-
wide progress. These structures are embedded within our school staff leadership as well, with monthly 
Principalôs Leadership Team meetings, department meetings and school-wide planning days for data 
analysis. In order to gather input from our larger educational community we have also a monthly 
óCoffee with the Principalô. Our school is unique among middle schools because it offers innovative 
programs specifically designed for the changing needs of our middle school students and their 
families.  
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REDWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL 
233 W. Gainsborough Road 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362 

Phone:  (805) 497-7264 
www.conejousd.org/redwood 

 
 
School District 
The Conejo Valley Unified School District (CVUSD) is located fifty miles northwest of downtown Los 
Angeles in Ventura County. Approximately 20,000 students are enrolled in grades Kð12. The district 
consists of seventeen elementary schools, five middle schools, three comprehensive high schools, two 
alternative education schools, and an adult school. 
 
Community 
CVUSD includes the communities of Westlake Village, Thousand Oaks, and Newbury Park. The 
Thousand Oaks community holds high expectations for students in all domains. As a result, students 
hold themselves accountable for monitoring their own achievement and take responsibility for their 
behavior, choices, academic progress, achievement, and future plans. Thousand Oaks is composed 
mainly of middle/upper income families. Growth in the Conejo Valley in the past fifteen years has been 
among the fastest in the State of California. This rapid growth has changed the fabric of the 
community from agrarian to commuter residential. Employment opportunities available within the 
community are biotechnology, computer technology, light manufacturing, finance, professional 
interests, and recreation. 
 
Our School 
Redwood is committed to making sure that each student feels comfortable and safe before, during and 
after school each day. Our campus supervisors, administrators and counselors work together 
throughout the day to ensure the safety of each student. Student safety is and will continue to be a top 
priority at Redwood.  
 
Redwood believes that the values that are essential to a schoolôs success are mirrored in the school 
community, and that a strong school/community connection supports the standard of excellence that 
has been achieved at Redwood. We value our relationships with the community and with each Viking 
family. We encourage parents to communicate with staff via phone or email at any time. Parents are 
also encouraged to stay active in PTSA, SSC and the many volunteer opportunities that come up 
throughout the year. With the help and involvement of the entire Redwood community, we will continue 
with our longstanding tradition of excellence.  

 
Academics and Activities 
Maintaining high expectations, we at Redwood are committed to providing all students with access to 
relevant and rigorous academic curricula. Recognized as a California Gold Ribbon School (2017) and 
a California Distinguished School (2013), Redwood offers outstanding academic as well as 
extracurricular opportunities. 

 
 
    Honors Level Courses 

Math 6A English 7H Social Science 7H 
Math 7A  English 8H Social Science 8H 
Algebra 
Geometry 

 Physical Science 8H 

 
 
 
 

  

http://www.conejousd.org/redwood


 

8 

 

EDGE Program- Every Discovery Generates Empowerment 
 
Mission Statement: To unite the rigorous academic disciplines of English, social studies, science, 
and innovative thinking by encouraging the exchange of ideas through collaboration and problem-
based learning. The 7th- and 8th-grade EDGE Cohort classes will encourage students to innovate, 
create, collaborate, embrace challenges, explore through inquiry, see multiple perspectives, think 
critically and learn from failure while practicing a growth mindset. 
 
R.E.A.L Academy- Is an entrepreneurial and career-based learning experience that includes a 
sequence of three semester career and self-exploration courses that build the skills and knowledge 
students need for post-secondary success both in college and career.  Aligns with the ETHOS 
program at TOHS.   

 
Additionally, Redwood has continued building programs that are effective in engaging students in 
meaningful activities of high interest. Included in these programs are Band, Chorus and Strings 
Orchestra, which have over 350 students involved collectively. A focus on school culture has led to 
increased participation in activities and the establishment of more than a dozen lunchtime Clubs 
creating connections for all students. The Redwood ASB (student government) program has more 
than doubled over time and we now offer the WEB (Where Everybody Belongs) mentoring program to 
create a seamless transition for our new 6th grade students.   
 
Co-Curricular Activities 
 
ASB Leadership 6th  Band Marching Band 
ASB Leadership 7th/8th Chorus Musical Theater 
Teen Center Sports Strings Orchestra  
Dance Team Color Guard  

 
 
Our Mission 

 
At Redwood Middle School, our mission is to develop lifelong learners who communicate, collaborate, 
and think critically, creatively, and independently. We encourage students to embrace the challenges 
that are necessary to become outstanding citizens and scholars. Redwood is a community that strives 
to maintain a safe, nurturing, and academic environment where there is a place for everyone. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
California Gold Ribbon School, 2017 

                                      California Distinguished School, 2013 
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     SEQUOIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 
2855 Borchard Road, Newbury Park, CA   91320-3898 

Phone (805) 498-3617 
 

 
Community 
Sequoia Middle School, ñHome of the Bearsò is located in Newbury Park, California, and is one of five middle 
schools in the Conejo Valley Unified School District. The student population is derived primarily from six 
elementary schools, but also includes school-choice families from neighboring communities.  Approximately 850 
sixth, seventh and eighth grade students attend Sequoia Middle School. Our three-year comprehensive program 
serves a rich diverse student population that is 1% African American, 9% Asian, 29% Hispanic, 59% White, and 
2% Other.  With both an ethnically and socio-economically diverse student population, Sequoia is home to a wide 
variety of programs and activities that were developed to meet the expanding educational needs and interests of 
our students in a district that educates nearly 20,000 students. 
 

The Sequoia facility was built in increments over a period of several years. The first students attended Sequoia in 
1969 and the school was completed in 1974 with the addition of physical education and elective facilities.  A 
10,000 square foot gym was added in the spring of 2002.  Sequoia received 9 permanent modular buildings to 
replace portable buildings on campus in the fall of 2003.  Sequoia also received a facelift on the exterior of the 
buildings and had the wood exteriors replaced by stucco and brick.  A new lunch shelter was added in 2004 and, in 
the summer of 2005, Sequoia had all the restrooms modernized and a wheelchair lift added in the multi-purpose 
room.  During the summer of 2007 the Sequoia quad received an update with new drainage along with extensive 
new landscaping.  Sequoiaôs DISCOVER Academy, a science-based academy, opened in the fall of 2010. In 
spring of 2022/Fall 2022 Sequoiaôs Visual and Performing Arts, Science, and Library buildings will be undergoing 
modernization.  
 

Curriculum 
Current essential standards are adopted and disseminated in a block-schedule format (2-day cycles of 3 classes 
per day) with input from all stakeholders, which are derived and aligned with state and district content and 
performance standards.  Students are heterogeneously grouped in English, math, science and social science with 
the exception of Honors level courses in 7th and 8th grade (Honors Science is only offered in the 8th grade.)  A 
variety of exploratory courses enriches and supplements the core curriculum.  Non-English Proficient and Limited-
English Proficient students are offered courses to assist them with the middle school curriculum.  In addition, 
Sequoia offers several special education programs including special education classes for English, math, social 
science, science and adaptive physical education as well as two Specialized Programs. The goals of the school 
are pursued within an atmosphere that supports and fosters the self-discipline and independent judgment 
necessary from grade level to grade level with the ultimate goal of a smooth transition to high school.  In alignment 
with our feeder high school, Newbury Park High School, we strive for our future promoting students to begin the 
process and/or engage in critical thinking, effective communicating, problem solving, and active community 
membership; in short, students who possess core knowledge and are understanding and respectful of others. 
 

Culture 
Historically, Sequoia students perform outstanding in academics and behavior.  Counselors and teachers provide 
personal assistance to families with questions about courses, high school and college preparation, and private 
issues on a daily basis.  We work particularly hard to meet student needs, especially those who are at-risk and/or 
are not meeting their full potential.  We continuously identify obstacles to student achievement, implement action 
plans to address them, and work with the community to overcome them.  Community support takes many forms: 
input from all stakeholders, open School Site Council meetings, active PTA as well as a variety of parent 
representatives on advisory councils at the district level.  As we look to the future, we are planning facilities and 
program expansions, but we want to make sure growth does not mean the loss of personalized services and 
relationships that have become central to our identity.  As a result of parent, community, staff, and student 
collaboration, our students continue to embody the school motto: ñTake Care of Yourself, Take Care of Each 
Other, and Take Care of This Place.ò 
 

Special Programs 
Sequoiaôs CREW program is focused on Social Emotional Learning (SEL). CREW stands for Compassion, 
Responsibility, Empowerment, and Well-Being. Sequoia has 30 minutes twice a week dedicated to SEL topics and 
activities; we also house a middle school academy program (DISCOVER-A Science-based Academy), a school 
within a school that provides 21st century science skills, focus and academic preparation for selected students, as 
well as other programs and courses that challenge and support students to achieve at high levels. 
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Academy of Applied Sciences and Engineering Exploration 
WHERE THE FOCUS IS INTERGRATION OF CURRICULAR CONTENT AREAS  

TO PROMOTE INQUIRY-BASED LEARNING 
 
The DISCOVER Academy is a structured academic program within Sequoia that offers the advantages of 
both large and small learning communities.  Using social sciences, applied sciences, and engineering 
exploration as interdisciplinary themes, the academy stresses hand-on, innovative, and inquiry-based 
education to encourage a lifelong love of learning in students. 
 
DISCOVERôs students are afforded the opportunity to take full advantage of Sequoiaôs diverse offering of 
electives, highly regarded physical education curriculum, varied educational programs, and social activities.  
Simultaneously, the academy students will cultivate their critical thinking and creative skills in Sequoiaôs 
intensive and pioneering DISCOVER Academy. 
 
The DISCOVER Academyôs rigorous three year program design provides students the opportunity to enrich 
their learning via content-specific, thematic units. 
 

6th 
Grade 

¶ Power of Water 

¶ Hierarchies and Structure 

¶ Causes of Failure 

¶ Man-Made/Natural Architecture 

 
   

7th 
Grade 

¶ Innovation and Inventions 

¶ Structure and Function 

¶ Survival and Adaptation 

 
 

8th 
Grade 

¶ Growth and Formation 

¶ Liberation and Laws 

¶ Progression and Advancement 

 
TECHOLOGY ï Multimedia/Web-Based Learning/Research Projects/Targeted Computer Skills 
 
REAL-LIFE SCIENCE ï Guest Speakers/Field Excursions/Community Service Projects   
 
SYNTHESIS AND MASTERY ï Semester Projects/8th Grade Culminating Project 
 
Students apply for the school districtôs choice program. 
Information regarding the school choice program is available at www.conejousd.org. 
Information on DISCOVER is available at http://www.conejousd.org/sequoia/Academic/Discover 
 

 

 
2855 Borchard Road ï Newbury Park, CA  91320 ï 805-498-3617 

 

http://www.conejousd.org/
http://www.conejousd.org/sequoia/Academic/Discover
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          SYCAMORE CANYON SCHOOL 
              4601 Via Rio 

             Newbury Park, CA 91320 
          Phone:  (805) 498-1573 

         www.conejousd.org/sycamorecanyon 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Community: 
Sycamore Canyon School serves 996 TK-8 students in southeast Ventura County in the green lush 
Santa Monica Mountains and valleys of Dos Vientos, Newbury Park. Our campus offers two distinct 
yet integrated instructional programs in TK-5 and 6-8. Our contemporary campus boasts state-of-the-
art classrooms, libraries, labs, play areas, a multipurpose room and a modern gymnasium. Our culture 
parallels a smaller school with meaningful relationships, a strong sense of community, and exemplary 
teaching coupled with high student achievement. 
 
Curriculum: 
Our vision for Sycamore Canyon School is to continue as a California Distinguished School, 
designated in 2007, 2014, & 2020.  Sycamore Canyon is a premier provider of quality inclusive 
education that meets the needs of all students grades K-8 and has been named as on Honor School 
by the California Business Partnership. Our school benefits from dedicated community loyalty and 
strong academic success. Sycamore Canyon has consistently earned an Academic Performance 
Index in the top 10% of schools in California. In partnership with families and the community, 
Sycamore Canyon School provides a safe and engaging environment that cultivates the fundamental 
skills of thinking, learning, problem solving, and communication.  
 
Culture: 
Sycamore Canyon School supports the Districtôs mission by providing a comprehensive, rigorous, 
balanced, and enjoyable educational program that enables all students to grow academically and 
socially in a positive setting of mutual respect and good citizenship. It is our goal to develop lifelong 
learners with unlimited potential. We demonstrate daily a culture of unparalleled individualized success 
and support. Counselors are on campus daily to help students and families navigate their way through 
school. It is common to find open classrooms and teachers engaged in professional learning 
communities that focus on improving instruction through a Growth Mindset lens. We celebrate 
learning, literacy and community outreach. 
 
Mission: 
Sycamore Canyon School fosters a safe, collaborative, and innovative TK-8 learning community that 
enables its students and staff to strive for excellence in academics, citizenship, creative expression, 
and physical fitness. 
 
Vision: 
ñAlways Striving for the Success of Every Studentò 
For detailed examples of our Vision through Core Values and our Vision through Student Goals, 
namely ñWhat will I learn at Sycamore Canyon?ò, please visit our schoolôs website, or call us at  
805-498-1573. 

http://www.conejousd.org/sycamorecanyon
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Special Programs:  
 Sycamore middle school students have the unique opportunity to work directly with elementary age 
students in a mentor role as cross-age tutors. This middle school elective course offers students in 7th 
and 8th grade the opportunity of supporting students in the TK-5 grades as a daily period in their 
schedule. Our unique K-8 environment allows students opportunities to support one another through 
various stages of development, while providing a rigorous curriculum of academics in preparation for 
high school. We offer two high school credit classes for our 8th grade students: Geometry Honors for 
students who qualify to skip 6th grade Accelerated Math and Spanish 1 CP. Based on Master 
Scheduling, Sycamore Canyon offers Guided Studies classes that are taught by exemplary teachers 
with the support of peer Tutors.  
 
 
Climate: 
At Sycamore Canyon, we understand that a well-rounded student stretches themself beyond the 
classroom setting to connect with peers and staff members. Sycamore Canyonôs ASB organizes 
lunchtime activities, dances, spirit days and community service projects. All students are encouraged 
to participate in these activities. Our Cross-Age tutors work in the elementary classrooms as mentors, 
and students participate in various other activities on campus. Extra-curricular programs include 
Coyote Peer Program, Jazz Band, Builders Club, Math Counts, Speech and Debate, and intermural 
sports leagues are other opportunities for students to connect outside of the traditional classroom. 
 
Please visit our website at www.conejousd.org/sycamorecanyon  for more details and helpful 
information. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.conejousd.org/sycamorecanyon
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      CONEJO VALLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
       1400 E. Janss Road, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362    Phone:  (805) 497-9511 

 

 
ADMINISTRATION 
Each CVUSD middle school has a principal, an assistant principal, and a dean.  The principal, who serves 
as the educational leader, is responsible for the direction of the instructional program and operation of the 
school plant, is a participant in student and staff activities, and is a community leader.  The assistant 
principal helps the principal in all activities necessary to manage the instructional program and the physical 
plant and is also responsible for student activities and student discipline.  The dean is responsible for the 
enforcement of state laws, district policies, and rules for student discipline and activities. 

 

ASB/STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
Students are encouraged to take part in the Associated Student Body (ASB)/Student Government program. 
Applications are required for this program, and academic, citizenship, and work habits criteria are 
maintained as well.  The application and criteria are set by each school site and can be found on school 
websites, or by contacting administration or counseling.  Elections for officers in the program will be held 
each year.  ASB/Student Government classes help plan carnivals, dances, and special activities throughout 
the year, while also participating in local community service projects. 
 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 

Each middle school has an active Parent-Teacher-Student Association (PTSA) and a School Site Council 
(SSC).  Parents are encouraged to become involved with these organizations and take part in making the 
school a better place for all students. 
 

SCHOOL SERVICES 
 

Counseling and Guidance 
There are counselors at each middle school, and counseling services are available to every student at 
each middle school.  Counselors will help with program planning and classroom, school, and personal 
concerns.  Counselors also visit classrooms to assist with an individual career exploration unit and high 
school planning.  A student may request an appointment with his or her counselor at any time.  Parents 
wishing information or advice about the educational progress of their children are also urged to contact the 
counseling office. Counselors will routinely establish student, teacher, and counselor meetings to review 
and discuss a studentôs academic progress when appropriate.  Additionally, seventh grade students that 
are earning grades below a ñCò in English/Language Arts and/or Mathematics will be identified as at risk of 
not promoting to high school with their class. Counselors will meet individually with the student and parent, 
if practicable, to discuss: 1)  programs, courses, and career technical education options available to the 
student that are needed for satisfactory completion of middle school, 2) the studentôs cumulative record and 
transcripts, 3) the studentôs performance on standardized and diagnostic assessments 4) remediation 
strategies, high school courses, and alternative education options available to the student, 5) information 
on post-secondary education and training, 6) the studentôs score on the ELA and Math portions of the 
SBAC/CASSP exam and 7) interventions and supports available to the student including: a) before or after-
school help from teachers, b) homework help clubs, c) academic skills/intervention classes, d) student 
study team meetings, e) individual/group counseling, f) study skills classes, g) summer school, and h) 
retention. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

14 

 

Health Services 
The health office at each school offers health clerk services as well as a district nurse who coordinates and 
manages services.  If a student becomes ill during the school day, he/she should report the problem to their 
teacher or another staff member, who will send the student to the health office.  If the student is too ill to 
remain in school, the clerk or nurse will contact his/her parent to take him/her home. 

 
All prescription medication and over-the-counter medication to be administered during school hours must 
be brought to the health office and left there with written instructions from the studentôs doctor and written 
permission from his or her parent. 
 
Students are required to have an Emergency Card on file in the school office. If an injury should occur while 
a student is at school, an adult on duty will administer any necessary first aid and will contact the studentôs 
parent.  If the parent is not available, the school will contact another responsible adult listed on the 
Emergency Card. The school district does not assume financial responsibility for ambulance services or for 
treatment given by a physician. It is important that the information on the Emergency Card be kept up to 
date. If there is any change in what is listed - emergency contacts, phone numbers, addresses, or doctorôs 
name, then parents are to report the changes in writing to the health office. 

 
Library and Career Materials 
The library houses a wealth of resources for student use:  computers or tablets, fiction and non-fiction 
books, magazines, reference materials, and other items.  Students have the opportunity to check out books 
for home study, to use the computers/tablets or encyclopedias and other references for research while in 
the library, to explore areas of career interest, or to read and study quietly.  In addition, teachers may hold 
class in the library on certain days of the school year. 
 

Transportation 
Transportation may be provided in your neighborhood, but all transportation is provided on a cost basis.  All 
students being transported are under the authority of the bus driver and must obey his or her requests.  
Riding the school bus is a privilege that can be revoked at any time for disruptive and unsatisfactory 
conduct.  All students riding the bus will: 
 

1.   Enter the bus quietly and quickly. 
2. Seat belts must be fastened, if provided. 
3. Remain seated while the bus is moving. 
4. Keep all parts of the body inside the bus. 
5. Remain seated until the bus is stopped, and the door is opened. 
6. When crossing the street, do so in front of the bus. 

 

Cafeteria 
The Child Nutrition Department provides a variety of breakfast, lunch and ala carte items daily in our 
cafeterias.  Meals are healthy and nutritious featuring as many as possible locally sourced ingredients.  
Breakfast includes an entrée, fruit, milk and 100% fruit juice.  Lunch choices include an entrée, fruit, 
vegetable, salad bar, milk and 100% fruit juice.  Recently introduced were our Grab and Go Lunches that 
make it easy and quick to pick up lunch and avoid lines.  These are complete meals featuring freshly made 
sandwiches and salads with fruit, chips, cookie or brownie and a choice of milk or 100% fruit juice. 
 
Breakfast is served before school begins, ala carte items are available at nutrition break and lunch is ready 
to serve during the scheduled lunchtime.  
 
Meals can be prepaid online through Parent Connect and, when payments are made online, the student 
receives a bonus meal for every $40.00 deposited.  Payments can also be paid in the cafeteria.  Students 
use their school identification card to access their cafeteria account.  Parents are encouraged to apply for 
free or reduced-price meals anytime during the school year.  All information furnished remains completely 
confidential.  There is no charge for breakfast or lunch, including the Grab and Go Lunches, for any student 
who is approved for free or reduced meals.  Please feel free to contact your cafeteria manager if you have 
any questions regarding the meal program. 
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Insurance 
There is no student medical, accident, or health insurance provided by the school district.  However, the 
school will send home information regarding a commercial student accident insurance policy.  Parents may 
wish to purchase this moderately priced insurance if they do not have a family policy. 
 

GUIDELINES FOR STUDENT CONDUCT 
 

Introduction 
Your middle school is large, probably much larger than the schools you have attended in the past.  
Because of the size and our interest in your safety, success, and well-being, policies and rules must be 
carefully followed.  If you understand and follow these rules carefully, your stay at middle school will be a 
pleasant one. 

 
Student Code of Conduct 
As a middle school student, you will be expected to: 
 

1. Be considerate of the rights, safety, property and feelings of others. 
2. Be courteous and respectful to all teachers, adults and students on campus. 
3. Be responsible and accountable for all materials issued to you (textbooks, library books, 

locks, lockers, etc.). 
4. Be on time to all of your classes. 
5. Bring proper materials for all classes each day. 

 
All students have the right to be free from violence and abuse, and have the responsibility not to subject 
others to violence or abuse, through verbal or written communication of any kind, including social media, 
email, etc.  Acts of intimidation, extortion, bullying, cyberbullying, harassment (of any kind) or physical 
attacks on students, school personnel, or other authorized persons on campus will not be tolerated or 
excused.  Immediate and appropriate action will be taken against any person involved in such behavior. 
 

Attendance 
EC §46014, EC §48205, EC §48260 
CVUSD Board Policy 5113 & CVUSD Administrative Regulation 5113 

 
Parents or legal guardians, unless exempted, are required to enroll their children between the ages of 6 
and 18 in the school district in which they reside. They are compelled to ensure that the minor is in school 
regularly and on time each day. Parents may be requested to appear before the School Attendance Review 
Board (SARB) and subsequently be referred to the District Attorney for legal action when attendance, 
tardiness, and/or behavior problems occur. For additional information regarding truancy, review the 
attendance section on the Districtôs website located at conejousd.org. 
 
Notwithstanding Section 48200, a pupil shall be excused from school for any of the following reasons: 
(1) Personal illness 
(2) Quarantine under the direction of a county or city health officer 
(3) Medical, dental, optometrical, or chiropractic appointment 
(4) Attendance at funeral services for a member of the immediate family, which shall be limited to one day if 
the service is conducted in California or three days if the service is conducted out of state. Immediate family 
shall be defined a smother, father, grandmother, grandfather, spouse, son/son-in-law, daughter/daughter-
in-law, brother, sister, or any relative living in the studentôs immediate household. 
(5) Jury duty in the manner provided by law 
(6) The illness or medical appointment of a child to whom the student is the custodial parent 
(7) Upon advance written request by the parent/guardian and the approval of the principal or designee, 
justifiable personal reasons, including but not limited to: 
  a) Appearance in court 
  b) Attendance at a funeral service 
  c) Observation of a holiday or ceremony of his/her religion 
  d) Attendance at religious retreats for no more than four hours per semester 
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  e) Attendance at an employment conference 
  f) Attendance at an educational conference offered by a nonprofit organization on the legislative  
  or judicial process 
(8) Service as a member of a precinct board for an election pursuant to 
Elections Code 12302 
(9) To spend time with an immediate family member who is an active-duty member of the uniformed 
services, as defined in Education Code 49701, and has been called to duty for deployment to a combat 
zone or a combat support position or is on leave from or has immediately returned from such deployment 
10) To attend his/her naturalization ceremony to become a United States citizen 
 
No pupil shall have his or her grade reduced or lose academic credit for any excused absence or 
absences, if missed assignments and tests that can reasonably be provided are satisfactorily completed 
within a reasonable period of time. 
 
The school must receive appropriate verification (i.e., written note, doctorôs note, telephone call) of an 
absence by the end of the third day (72 hours) after the student returns for it to be considered excused. 
Otherwise, the absence will be recorded as a truancy. 
 

Truancy 
Any individual subject to compulsory full-time education or to compulsory continuation education who is 
absent from school without valid excuse for three full days in one school year, or tardy or absent for more 
than any 30-minute period during the school day without a valid excuse on more than three days in one 
school year, or any combination thereof, and a concerted effort has been made to meet with the family, is a 
truant and shall be reported to the attendance supervisor. The pupil shall also be referred immediately to 
the School Attendance Review Board (SARB). 
 

Closed Campus 
Every middle school has a closed campus.  You are to remain in school all day unless you become ill 
and/or your parent requests that you be excused.  Your parents are welcome to visit your school; however, 
state law requires that arrangements be made with the principal before visiting.  You are not allowed to 
bring other young people to school. 

 
Unauthorized Items 
Skateboards, scooters, rollerblades, laser pens or pointers, radios, CD/DVD players, iPods/MP3 players, 
and video game devices, are not permitted.  iPads, e-readers, cell phones, or any other electronic devices 
not in use per school/teacher direction are not permitted. Please refer to the student handbook for a 
complete list of unauthorized items.  It is recommended that valuable items be left at home.  It is also 
recommended that students carry only enough money for lunch and/or school supplies.  Schools cannot be 
responsible for the security of valuable items. 

 
Suspension 
A teacher may, for a specified cause, suspend a student from his or her class for the remainder of the day 
and the day following.  The teacher must report the suspension to the parent/guardian and administration 
and must send the student to the office for appropriate action.  The principal has the authority to suspend a 
student for specified cause (EC 48900). 

 
Expulsion 
ñExpulsionò means removal of the pupil from (1) the immediate supervision and control, or (2) the general 
supervision of school personnel. Expulsions are the most severe disciplinary consequence prescribed by 
State law.  Principals are mandated (E.C. 48915) to recommend expulsion for the following offenses: 
possessing, selling or otherwise furnishing a firearm, brandishing a knife at another person, unlawful sale of 
any controlled substance, committing or attempting to commit a sexual assault or sexual battery and 
possession of an explosive / destructive device. Students may be recommended for expulsion for additional 
misconduct such as causing serious physical injury to another person, possession a knife or other 
dangerous object, unlawful possession of any controlled substance, robbery or extortion, assault or battery 
on any school employee. 
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Parent Responsibility 
It is the obligation of parents or guardians of any pupil to respond without delay to requests from school 
officials to attend conferences regarding their childôs behavior while on school grounds or during an activity 
off school grounds related to school attendance.  For more specific information, refer to the Conejo Valley 
Unified School District Discipline Policies and Procedures Handbook which is provided online and in print 
upon request. 

 
Identification Cards 
Students will be issued an identification card and should carry it at all times.  Students will need the ID card 
for admission to after-school and evening activities, to ride any school bus, to check out library materials, 
and to purchase a student lunch. 

 
Bicycles 
A parking area is provided for bicycles on the campus.  All bicycles should be locked and registered as 
required by law.  The school and district are not responsible for bicycles parked on the campus.  All 
students who ride a bicycle are required by law to wear a bicycle helmet.  These helmets should be 
attached/locked to the bicycle or kept in the studentôs locker. 

 
Lockers 
A locker is available for each student at Colina, Los Cerritos, Redwood and Sequoia, but Sycamore 
Canyon does not have lockers.  Lockers must not be shared.  The school and district are not responsible 
for items missing from lockers, and therefore valuable items should not be placed in them.  
 

Physical Education Uniforms 
All students are to wear the regulation physical education uniform.  Lack of proper attire for Physical 
Education will affect a studentôs grade.  Procedures regarding uniforms will be explained at orientation and 
in all physical education classes during the first week of school.  

 
Textbooks 
Textbooks will be issued for classes in which they are needed.  You are required to take care of your books 
by covering them, and should you damage or lose one, you must pay the replacement cost. 

 
Homework 
Homework is assigned on a regular basis in every class.  According to our District Homework Policy, 
students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade should receive approximately 60 to 90 minutes of homework each night.  
Activities such as independent and recreational reading, practicing musical instruments and practice for 
extracurricular activities are generally expected to be completed in addition to study time and content 
homework. To help students manage their time and achieve at a higher level, students will be given 
instruction in study skills.  Students should take their homework assignments seriously, because through 
the completion of these assignments, students enhance their skills in and knowledge and understanding of 
the instruction they received during the school day.  Teachers may use the grades on these assignments, 
along with class work and participation, to determine final grades.  Students are responsible for the timely 
completion of all homework assigned during absences.  

 
Progress Reports/Report Cards: 
Colina, Los Cerritos, Redwood, Sequoia, and Sycamore Canyon report cards are issued three times a year 
on a Semester schedule.  Progress Reports are distributed mid-way between the grading periods and 
serve as a warning of unsatisfactory achievement.  The grades become part of the studentôs permanent 
school record.  Citizenship and work habits are also noted on all report cards. Grading periods will be 
available at your school site when school begins in the fall. 
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Promotion and Ceremony Criteria for Eighth (8th) Grade Students: 
In an effort to encourage middle school students to be successful, to help them develop and maintain 
strong study habits and focus, and to provide a more structured transition from elementary school to high 
school, the requirements for promotion and end-of-year activities are listed below. 
 
To attend and participate in the end-of-year activities and the promotion ceremony an 8th grade student 
must: 
 

1. Pass English and math each semester  
2. Pass 5 of 6 classes each semester  
3. Satisfy school requirements for citizenship/points, school fines, detentions, lost textbooks, etc.   

 
Please contact your childôs counselor if you have any questions regarding 8th grade promotion. 

 
Retention: 
Assembly Bill 1626, Education Code 48070, 48070.5, and Board policy 5123 state that students in grade 
6 and grade 8 will be retained if they fail both English and Math. Other considerations for retention 
are poor student attendance and multiple discipline violations, combined with failing both English 
and Math.  
 
Students who fail, or are in danger of failing, either English or math, must participate in an school 
site intervention program in order to be considered for promotion. 
 
Students retained in the 6th grade may not be assigned to the school they attended at the end of the 
school year. 
 
Renaissance Program 
The Renaissance Program at the middle schools encourages all students to achieve at their highest level, 
maintain positive citizenship, and exhibit strong work habits. Each school site provides periodic incentives, 
recognizing positive effort and rewarding not only achievement, but also improvement. Students earn Gold, 
Silver, or Bronze Renaissance cards by performing at various levels of expectation for a quarter or 
Semester.  
 

¶  Gold Card:  Recipients have earned all Aôs and Eôs/Sôs in citizenship and work habits. 

¶  Silver Card:  Recipients have earned all Aôs and Bôs, and Eôs/Sôs in citizenship and work habits. 

¶  Bronze Card:  Recipients have earned all Aôs, Bôs, Côs and Eôs/Sôs in citizenship and work habits, 
or recipients have shown a .5 GPA improvement from Semester grading period to Semester 
grading period, to the 2.0 level or above. 

 
A mark of an ñNò or ñUò in citizenship or work habits disqualifies a student from earning a Renaissance 
Card for a specified grading period. 
 
High School Requirements 
Students also must meet the Districtôs course and credit requirements for graduation, including but not 
limited to, the passing of two semesters of Algebra.   
 
Testing and Assessment 
Assessment is an integral part of the middle school program and is designed to evaluate scholastic 
programs and student achievement.  In the spring, all students take a statewide battery of tests to measure 
individual progress in basic skills areas.  It is important that students do their very best on these 
standardized tests as the scores are often used as prerequisites to enroll in higher-level courses in middle 
school and high school.   
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PROGRAM OF STUDIES 
 
As a middle school student, you will be enrolled in a minimum of six classes.  In addition to academic 
classes, you will be offered choices from a balanced curriculum of elective courses.  This curriculum is 
designed to give you the opportunity to explore areas such as computers, visual and performing arts, 
career and vocational education, foreign language, Skills for Adolescence, and other special interest areas.  
The middle school program of studies is as follows: 

  

6th Grade 
 

7th Grade 8th Grade 

English 
Social 

Science 
English 

Social 
Science 

English Social Science 

Math 
Physical 

Education 
Math 

Physical 
Education 

Math 
Physical 

Education 

Earth Science Elective Life Science Elective 
Physical 
Science 

Elective 

 
You are placed in academic classes according to your learning needs; that is, according to how much you 
have achieved in each subject.  Listed below are the levels of academic classes and an explanation of 
each: 
 

6 
 

The sixth grade is organized to promote a connectedness between students and 
their teachers.   The teachers ñteamò in order to present core classes of 
English/social science (ancient civilizations) and science/ math. The students also 
take physical education and exploratory elective classes. 
 

6/7 Accelerated 
(This applies to math 
only) 
 

These courses are designed for students that are exceptionally high achievers and 
are capable of learning more than one year of mathematics each year.  In 6th grade 
the students learn all of the current year standards and half of 7th grade, and in 7th 
grade the students finish the 7th grade concepts then learn all of the 8th grade 
standards.  The classes are fast paced and require maturity to process the 
advanced, abstract concepts. 

7/8 CP These courses are designed to strengthen subject skills to prepare students for 
College Preparatory (CP) classes or Standard (S) courses in high school. 
 

7/8 H These courses are for Honors (H) students who have been recognized for 
exceptionally high achievement (test scores and grades).  The courses offer in-depth 
coverage of various subject areas, providing an added challenge and enrichment to 
students.  Initial placement depends on a combination of the following 
recommendations and availability of space. 
 

 

     

7th Grade Academic Levels 
 

Course Recommendation 

English 7H ¶ Aôs in Grade 6 English for all 3 Semesters 

¶ Requisite score on District benchmark exam  

Social 
Science 7H 

¶ Aôs in Grade 6 Social Science for all 3 Semesters 

¶ Requisite score on District benchmark exam  

Math 7 Accelerated ¶ Aôs or Bôs in Math 6 Accelerated for all 3 Semesters 
OR 

¶ 83% or higher on District Benchmark Exam 
AND 

¶ 70% or higher on the Boost Camp Exam 
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8th Grade Academic Levels 
 

Course Recommendation 

English 8H ¶ Aôs or Bôs in English 7H for all 3 Semesters; or Aôs in English 7CP for all 3 Semesters 

¶ Requisite score on District benchmark exam  
Social  
Science 8H 

¶ Aôs or Bôs in Social Science 7H for all 3 Semesters; or Aôs in Social Science 7CP for all 
3 Semesters 

¶ Requisite score on District benchmark exam  
Physical 
Science 8H 

¶ Aôs in Life Science 7CP for all 3 Semesters 
 
Student must be concurrently enrolled in Algebra 1CP or Algebra 1 H, 
Sycamore Canyon students must be enrolled in Algebra 1H   

Algebra 1CP ¶ Aôs in Math 7CP for all 3 Semesters 
AND 

¶ 83% or higher on District Benchmark Exam 

¶ 70% or higher on the Boost Camp Exam  
Algebra 1H ¶ Aôs and Bôs in Math 7 Accelerated for all 3 Semesters 

AND 

¶ 83% or higher on District Benchmark Exam  
Spanish 1CP ¶ Aôs or Bôs in English 7H or 7CP for all 3 Semesters 

¶ No grade lower than a C in other classes  
 
High School Credit is earned- grade received is part of the HS GPA  

Chinese 1CP ¶ Aôs or Bôs in English 7H or 7CP for all 3 Semesters 

¶ No grade lower than a C in other classes  
 
High School Credit is earned- grade received is part of the HS GPA 
 

 
   

  

NOTE:  Grades given in courses taken at the eighth-grade level for high school credit 
(e.g. World Language) will be placed permanently on the high school transcript for 
each semester and figured into the studentôs cumulative high school grade point 
average.   

 

Visit our website at 
www.conejousd.org 

for up-to-date 
information 

about your schools! 

http://www.conejousd.org/
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ENGLISH

 
 

Essential English ï 660010                                           *Placement is determined by a studentôs IEP team. 
Prerequisite: None 

School: COL ï LCR ï RED ï SEQ ï SCS ï Century Academy 

Length Annual 

Designed specifically to support students with IEPs who are on track to receive a certificate of completion at the end of 
high school. Provides instruction in essential English skills through a modified curriculum that emphasizes life skills and 
engages the students in appropriate practice in listening, reading, speaking, writing, and related thinking.  

 
English 6.1  ï 660031                           *Placement in SAI courses is determined by a studentôs IEP team. 
Prerequisite: None 

School: COL ï LCR ï RED ï SEQ ï SCS ï Century Academy 

Length Annual 

Designed specifically to provide supports for students with disabilities so that they meet the academic English 
requirements in accordance with the California State Standards for 6th grade.  This course provides a balanced, unified 
program of instruction in language, literature, and composition, engaging the students in appropriate practice in listening, 
reading, speaking, writing, and related thinking. 

 
English 6 - 170000 
Prerequisite: None 

School: COL ï LCR ï RED ï SEQ ï SCS ï Century Academy 

Length Annual 

This course is designed to focus on vocabulary development, literary analysis, reading comprehension, writing for 
a purpose, and speaking and listening in accordance with the California State Standards for 6th grade. 

 
English 6 ACE (Academy for Civic Engagement) ï 170001                                       
Prerequisite: CAASPP, Interviews, Teacher Recommendation 

School: COL 

Length Annual 

The Academy for Civic Engagement (ñACEò) will supplement and enhance existing CVUSD English and History Social 
Science Courses of Study by providing sixth-grade students with rich, meaningful opportunities designed to increase civic 
engagement: participating in healthy, respectful, and reasoned civil discourse, including academic and peer-critical 
discussions, public speaking, constructive listening, and debate; participating in student directed service-learning projects 
that tie the study of ELA academic objectives to community service; and actively taking part in thought-provoking role 
plays and simulations to research and explore current issues and democratic processes. To accomplish these objectives, 
students will learn to read text critically and analytically; research engaging and relevant topics; substantiate opinions, 
rationales, and thoughts with evidence; communicate effectively to an audience; and listen respectfully to alternative 
viewpoints.  The course will seek to provide an atmosphere of security, reassurance, and acceptance so that students can 
freely generate ideas, learn from other perspectives, and cultivate understanding, tolerance, communication skills, and 

strategies that will enhance the knowledge, skills, and motivation to engage students in the life of their communities.  
Designed to meet academic English requirements of community colleges, the University of California, and the California 
State University system, this course fulfills communication needs of college-bound students. 
 

English 7.1 ï 660061                             *Placement in SAI courses is determined by a studentôs IEP team 
Prerequisite: None 

School: COL ï LCR ï RED ï SEQ ï SCS ï Century Academy 

Length Annual 

Designed specifically to provide supports for students with disabilities so that they meet the academic English 
requirements in accordance with the California State Standards for 7th grade.  This course provides a balanced, unified 
program of instruction in language, literature, and composition, engaging the students in appropriate practice in listening, 
reading, speaking, writing, and related thinking. 
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English 7CP ï 170020 
Prerequisite: None 

School: COL ï LCR ï RED ï SEQ ï SCS ï Century Academy 

Length Annual 

This course is designed to focus on vocabulary development, literary analysis, reading comprehension writing for a 
purpose, and speaking and listening in accordance with the California State Standards for 7th grade. 
 

English 7H ï 170010 
Prerequisite: See 7th Grade Academic Levels Chart ï Page 18 

School: COL ï LCR ï RED ï SEQ ï SCS ï Century Academy 

Length Annual 

This course is designed to focus on vocabulary development, literary analysis, reading comprehension, writing for 
a purpose, and speaking and listening in accordance with the California State Standards.  English 7H standards 
are explored with greater depth and complexity to meet the learning needs of honors level students. 
 

English 7 EDGE ï 170023                                                                                            
Prerequisite: ¶ Teacher recommendation 

¶ Interview 

¶ CAASPP Scores 

School: RED 

Length Annual 

The 7th-grade EDGE cohort English and science classes will supplement and enhance the existing CVUSD English and  
Science courses of study by providing opportunities for students to innovate, create, collaborate, embrace challenges,  
explore through inquiry, see multiple perspectives, think critically and learn from failure while practicing a growth mindset.  
Public speaking and scholarly writing for a real-world audience within an intellectual, innovative and nurturing environment 
enhance the units of study.  Self-selected research projects will encourage students to enter academic conversations by 
collecting and analyzing data based upon an inter-disciplinary English and science curriculum. 
 

English 8.1 ï 660091                             *Placement in SAI courses is determined by a studentôs IEP team 
Prerequisite: None 

School: COL ï LCR ï RED ï SEQ ï SCS ï Century Academy 

Length Annual 

Designed specifically to provide supports for students with disabilities so that they meet the academic English 
requirements in accordance with the California State Standards for 8th grade.  This course provides a balanced, unified 
program of instruction in language, literature, and composition, engaging the students in appropriate practice in listening, 
reading, speaking, writing, and related thinking. 
 

English 8CP ï 170050 
Prerequisite: None 

School: COL ï LCR ï RED ï SEQ ï SCS ï Century Academy 

Length Annual 

This course is designed to focus on vocabulary development, literary analysis, reading comprehension, writing for 
a purpose, and speaking and listening in accordance with the California State Standards for 8th grade. 
 

English 8H ï 170040 
Prerequisite: See 8th Grade Academic Levels Chart ï Page 19 

School: COL ï LCR ï RED ï SEQ ï SCS ï Century Academy 

Length Annual 

This course is designed to focus on vocabulary development, literary analysis, reading comprehension, writing for 
a purpose, and speaking and listening in accordance with the California State Standards.  English 8H standards 
are explored with greater depth and complexity to meet the learning needs of honors level students. 
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English 8 EDGE ï 170051                                                                                            
Prerequisite: ¶ Teacher recommendation 

¶ Interview 

¶ CAASPP Scores 

School: RED 

Length Annual 

The 8th grade EDGE Cohort English and social studies classes will supplement and enhance the existing CVUSD English 
and Social Studies Courses of Study by providing opportunities for students to innovate, create, collaborate, embrace 
challenges, explore through inquiry, see multiple perspectives, think critically and learn from failure while practicing a 
growth mindset. Public speaking and scholarly writing for a real- world audience within an intellectual, innovative and 
nurturing environment will be emphasized. Self-selected research projects will encourage students to enter academic 
conversations by collecting and analyzing data based upon an inter-disciplinary English and social studies 
curriculum. Designed to meet academic English requirements of community colleges, the University of California, and the 
California State University system, this course fulfills communication needs of college bound eighth grade students. 
 

ELD 1-2 Integrated Literacy ï 170061 
Prerequisite: Test Placement 

School: COL ï LCR ï RED ï SEQ  

Length Annual 

Designed to teach a limited or non-English speaking student with a proficiency level of beginning to early 
intermediate, to speak English as soon as possible in order to facilitate their success in other core courses.  The 
class is individualized to aid the student in proficiency in:  listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
 

ELD 3 Integrated Literacy ï 170063 
Prerequisite: Test Placement 

School: COL ï LCR ï RED ï SEQ  

Length Annual 

Designed to teach a limited or non-English speaking student with a proficiency level of intermediate to early 
advanced, to speak English as soon as possible in order to facilitate their success in other core courses.  The 
class is individualized to aid the student in proficiency in: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
 

ELD 1-2 Designated ELD Standards ï Middle School ï 170401  
Prerequisite: Test Placement 

School: COL ï LCR ï RED ï SEQ  

Length Annual 

Provides an additional period to teach a limited or non-English speaking student with a proficiency level of 
beginning to early intermediate, to speak English as soon as possible in order to facilitate their success in other 
core courses.  The class is individualized to aid the student in proficiency in: listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. 
 

ELD 3 Designated ELD Standards  ï 170403  
Prerequisite: Test Placement 

School: COL ï LCR ï RED ï SEQ  

Length Annual 

Provides an additional period to teach a limited or non-English speaking student with a proficiency level 
intermediate to early advanced, to speak English as soon as possible in order to facilitate their success in other 
core courses.  The class is individualized to aid the student in proficiency in: listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. 
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