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California Department of Education, Recommended Literature List:
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/rl/
Following the heart attack and death of a pilot taking him to join his father in the north woods, a boy must
learn to survive in the wilderness. Finding his own niche in the woodland biome, he gains self-confidence
and an awareness of his own courage and strength. This adventure is appropriate for reluctant readers.
Descriptions From Top 3 Google Searches:
https://www.amazon.com/Hatchet-Gary-Paulsen/dp/1416936475
This award-winning contemporary classic is the survival story with which all others are compared—and a
page-turning, heart-stopping adventure, recipient of the Newbery Honor. Hatchet has also been nominated
as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read.
Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson, haunted by his secret knowledge of his mother’s infidelity, is traveling by
single-engine plane to visit his father for the first time since the divorce. When the plane crashes, killing the
pilot, the sole survivor is Brian. He is alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but his clothing, a
tattered windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother had given him as a present.
At first consumed by despair and self-pity, Brian slowly learns survival skills—how to make a shelter for
himself, how to hunt and fish and forage for food, how to make a fire—and even finds the courage to start
over from scratch when a tornado ravages his campsite. When Brian is finally rescued after fifty-four days in
the wild, he emerges from his ordeal with new patience and maturity, and a greater understanding of himself
and his parents.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hatchet_(novel)
Brian Robeson is a thirteen-year-old son of divorced parents. As he travels from Hampton, New York on a
single engine Cessna bush plane to visit his father in the oil fields in Northern Canada for the summer, the
pilot suffers a massive heart attack and dies. Brian tries to land the plane but ends up crash-landing into a
lake in the forest. He must learn to survive on his own with nothing but his hatchet—a gift his mother gave
him shortly before his plane departed.
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Throughout the summer, Brian learns how to survive in the vast wilderness with only his hatchet. He
discovers how to make fire with the hatchet and eats whatever food he can find, such as rabbits, birds, turtle
eggs, fish, berries, and fruit. He deals with various threats of nature, including mosquitoes, a porcupine,
bear, wolf, skunk, moose, and even a tornado. Over time, Brian develops his survival skills and becomes a
fine woodsman. He crafts a bow, arrows, and a fishing spear to aid in his hunting. He also fashions a shelter
out of the underside of a rock overhang. During his time alone, Brian struggles with memories of home and
the bittersweet memory of his mother, whom Brian had caught cheating on his father prior to their divorce.
When a sudden tornado hits the area, it draws the tail of the plane toward the shore of the lake. This triggers
his thoughts that there may be a survival pack of some sort on the plane. Brian makes a raft from a few
broken off treetops to get to the plane. When Brian is cutting his way into the tail of the plane, he drops his
hatchet in the lake and dives in to get it. Once inside the plane, Brian finds a survival pack that includes
additional food, an emergency transmitter, and a .22 AR-7 rifle. Back on shore, Brian activates the
transmitter, but not knowing how to use it, he thinks it is broken and throws it aside. However, his distress
call is heard by a passing airplane, and he is rescued. Brian spends the remainder of the summer with his
father but does not disclose his mother's affair.
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/50.Hatchet
Brian is on his way to Canada to visit his estranged father when the pilot of his small prop plane suffers a
heart attack. Brian is forced to crash-land the plane in a lake--and finds himself stranded in the remote
Canadian wilderness with only his clothing and the hatchet his mother gave him as a present before his
departure.
Brian had been distraught over his parents' impending divorce and the secret he carries about his mother,
but now he is truly desolate and alone. Exhausted, terrified, and hungry, Brian struggles to find food and
make a shelter for himself. He has no special knowledge of the woods, and he must find a new kind of
awareness and patience as he meets each day's challenges. Is the water safe to drink? Are the berries he
finds poisonous?
Slowly, Brian learns to turn adversity to his advantage--an invading porcupine unexpectedly shows him how
to make fire, a devastating tornado shows him how to retrieve supplies from the submerged airplane. Most of
all, Brian leaves behind the self-pity he has felt about his predicament as he summons the courage to stay
alive.
A story of survival and of transformation, this riveting book has sparked many a reader's interest in venturing
into the wild.
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